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Ms. Susan Sherman, A t t y .  
Department of Labor 
Rm. 5 - 4 0 0 4  
Washington, D.C. 20210 

November 28,  1994 

Dear Ms. Sherman, 

We regret that o u r  Nevada Casino Dealers Associat ion representative 
will not be attending the OSHA hearing due to an emergency today. '  

If you please, we are sending you v i a  overnight delivery, information 
and testaments of workers i n  our i n d u s t r y  and on behalf of NCbA to 
be read and considered. 

1 

Workers on the  casino f loor  have no pro tec t ion  from hazardous smoke, 
espec ia l ly  t h e  Dealers on the table games. There is no known plan 
to f i n d  a s o l u t i o n  to clean t h e  a i r  o r  reduce t h e  risk at our w w k  
s t a t i o n s .  

We also call to your a . t t e n t i o n ,  s t a t e m e n t s  of Mr. Wayne Mehl, 
Representat ive of the Nevada Resort Association, who alluded there 
were no complaints from Nevada C a s i n o  employees. We believe YOU 
will hear similar statements from Nevada officials. 

There  have been many complaints. Our: office a lone ,  has received 
several. 

W e  thank ymt F n r  +hi c nppnrtiini ty t n  he, heard and hope Nevada basin0 
Employees will be given every c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t o  work i n  a smoketfree 
environment. 

Yer s i n c e r e l y  I c .e>& 
Tony Badillo, President 

P.S. One very  successful casino exists in Las Vegas: "si lver  City" 
(smoke-free) 

cc: Tony Batt/Donrey Washington Bureau 
nave Palerrnn/T.as Vegas Review . T n i ~ r n a l  
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LW leads 
nation in 
smokers, 
cancer rates 
8 y  Bob Shemeligian 

.. US VEGAS SUN 
The nstion’o highest inci- 

denceoflungcanarrisnotamonb! 
West Virginia teal miners. It’s 
not among fsctory workers in 
Pittsburgh, Pa., where huge 
smoke etacks tower overhead. 
It’s right here in Clark CounQ 

mys UniveRity M e d i d  Centor 
onadogist John Elkton. 
“We have the most moken,” 

Ellerton said. “We have the 
retired population, the miliky, 
the casino workers and the 
24-hour lifestyle. Unfortunately, 
cigarette smoking is mmrnon 
here.” 
The sad result, Ellerton said, 

is daily diaposos of lung canox. 
Often the prognosis is fatal. 
Ellerton a i d  only one in 20 
are cur6d of lung cancer. 

Today, oncologists believe 50 
parcent ofall cbnccrs om dared 
tosmolung. Those indudc unccr 
of the lungs, throat, mouth, 
stomach and bladder. 

“Besidos nicotine and tar, 
c i p ~ c t l e o  irtdurlc ILUIJY ~~xinjc 
chemicals that aren’t even 
allowed in the work place,” 
Ellsrton said. 

‘“We hoar all this talk 
about cancers related to certain 
chemicals such =Agent 
but we always ask whether the 
patient smoked. We hear about 
new outbreaks of particular 
types of cancer, but we don’r 
see many cases. What we do re 
are smokers mdng in and being 
dia o s 4  with lung uLncCr.’’ 

Ecent rosearch has shown 
that smoking marijuana is even 
more dangerous than smoking 
cigarettes, Ellerton said. 
“The damago to the lunb- 

is c a u d  by contaminants in 
the smoke and by the i n a d  
temperature. and rnaruuann 
smoke is generally much horter 
than cignntic smoke.” 

Jronically, lungancer, among 
the most ford of cancam, is do0 
nniong the most preventable. 

‘ h s t  don’t smoke,” Eilertoa 
said. “In Great Britain cigarettks 
carry a simple warning: Most 
docton don’t smoke.’’ 

I 
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ban ramed - I  1- - - ,  
0 A gaming lobbyist tells 
federal regulators that a I 
plan to prohibit smoking , 
won’t work for casinos. 
By Tony Ban 
Oonrey Washington Bureau 

WARWTNGT~N.- Pmpma fdprai 
redatione that could force casinos ta 
ban smoking. do not take into consider- 
ation the unique nature of the resort 
industry, a gaming lobbyist told regu. 
lators on Monday. 

’ The Occupazional Safety and Health 
Administration plan, which would pro- 
hibit smoking in the work place and 
force businesses to designate eeparate 
areas for smoking, will not work in ca- 
uinoe, said Wayne Mehl. a lobbyist for 
the Nevada Resort Association. 
buildings with poor ventilation,” MehI 
told an OSHA panel at a hearing Mon- 
day at the Department of Labor. 

Enclosed smoking room for casino 
matomere would not be possible, Mehi 
said, becauae Nevada law requires em: 
ployees to supervie0 all gaming opera; 
tione, and the propoeed federal rule 
would not permit workers to enter 
mom where patroru are making. 
The alternafive i s  to ban smoking, 

and that would have a devantating eeo- 
no& impact on caclino&, Mehl said: 
He cited an infarma1 casino atudy 
uhowing 70 percent of customers 
smoke while gambling. He also said 
the rule would put Nevada ca8inos at a 
competitive disadvantage with foreign 
caainos not covered by the rub. 

Thrases like competitive disadvan- 
t a p  ... P lot of that claunde very simi- 
lar to argument0 that ran through 
your industry in the ‘?Os regarding ret  
rofitting for fire sprinkling and things 
like that,’ eaid Lee Hathon of the 
OSHA panel. 
Mehl respondod that the main can- 

cera of casinos in not the eost of re- 
fitting. Inatead, the industry wants to 
know how the rule would be enforced 
BVBII if oeparate amoking facilities are 

YC.aqinn vaimrtn nrn nnt ntrrffy nffirn 

Please see SMOKINW3A . . 
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